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FIRST UNIVERSAL RACES CONGRESS. 

President: The Right Hon. Lord Weardale. 

Hon. Secretary: Mr. G. Spiller, 63 South Hall Park, Hampstead, London. 

A Congress, which promises to be one of the most influential of our 
time, is to be held in London July 26-29, 1911, in the central building 
of the University of London. The list of those who have extended to it 
their moral support is most imposing; while the list of the writers of 
papers includes eminent representatives of over twenty civilizations, 
and every paper referring to a particular people is prepared by some 
one of high standing belonging to it. The object of the Congress will 
be to discuss, in the light of modern knowledge and the modern 
conscience, the general relations subsisting between the peoples of the 
"West and those of the East, between so-called white and so-called colored 
peoples, with a view to encouraging between them a fuller understanding, 
the most friendly feelings, and a heartier cooperation. Political issues 
of the hour will be subordinated to this comprehensive end, in the 
firm belief that when once mutual respect is established, difficulties of 
every type will be sympathetically approached and readily solved. 

The following is the program for the eight half -day sessions: 1. 
Fundamental Consideration: Meaning of Race and Nation. 2-3. General 
Conditions of Progress. 3a. Peaceful Contact Between Civilizations. 4. 
Special Problems in Inter-Racial Economics. 5-6. The Modern Conscience 
in Relation to Racial Questions. 7-8. Positive Suggestions for Promoting 
Inter-Racial Friendliness. [To assist adequate discussion the papers are 
to be sent to members of the Congress a month before the gathering, 
and will be taken as read; abstracts of the papers will also be provided.] 

It is proposed also to hold in connection with the Congress an exhibition 
of books, documents, portraits, skulls, diagrams, etc. 

Attendance at the meetings of the Congress will not be restricted to any 
particular class of persons. Fee for Active Membership (including at- 
tendance, volume of papers of about 500 pages vn, English or French with 
valuable bibliographies, and other publications) will be Sis.; fee for 
Passive Membership (excluding attendance, but including volume of papers 
and other publications) will be 7s. 6d. 

Further information may be obtained from the Hon. Organizer, Mr. 
G. Spiller, 63 South Hill Park, Hampstead, London; from Rev. Ramsden 
Balmforth, Daisy Bank, Upper Camp Street, Cape Town; from Prof. 
W. E. B. DuBois, Atlanta University, Georgia; from Prof. F. Tonnies, 
Eutin, Holstein, Germany, and from Dr. Abendanon, Jan van Nassau- 
straat 43, the Hague. 

The Congress invites answers to the following questions. Replies 
should reach the Hon. Secretary, Mr. G. Spiller, by June 15, 1911: 

QUESTIONNAIRE. 
1. (a) To what extent is it legitimate to argue from differences in 
physical characteristics to differences in mental characteristics t (b) Do 
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you consider that the physical characteristics observable in a par- 
ticular race are (1) permanent, (2) modifiable only through ages of 
environmental pressure, or (3) do you consider that differences in 
climate, in upbringing, in habits, in economic comfort, and in environ- 
ment generally, leaving aside intermarriage, have a marked influence in 
changing physical characteristics? 

2. (a) To what extent does the status of a race at any particular 
moment of time offer an index to its innate or inherited capacities? (b) 
Of what importance is it in this respect that civilizations are meteoric 
in nature, bursting out of obscurity only to plunge back into it, and how 
would you explain this? 

3. (a) How would you combat the irreconcilable contentions pre- 
valent among all the more important races of mankind that their customs, 
their civilization, and their race, are superior to those of other races? 
(b) Would you, in explanation of existing differences, refer to special 
needs arising from peculiar geographical and economic conditions and 
to related divergences in national history, and, in explanation of the 
attitude assumed, would you refer to familiarity with one's own customs 
leading psychologically to a love of them and unfamiliarity with others' 
customs tending to lead psychologically to dislike and contempt of these 
latter? (e) Or what other explanation and arguments would you offer? 

4. (a) What part do differences in economic, hygienic, moral and 
educational standards play in estranging races which come in contact 
with each other? (b) Is the ordinary observer to be informed that 
these differences, like social differences generally, are in substance almost 
certainly due to passing social conditions and not to innate racial 
characteristics, and that the aim should be, as in social differences, to 
remove these rather than to accentuate them by regarding them as fixed? 

5. (a) Is perhaps the deepest cause of race misunderstandings the 
naive assumption that the present characteristics of a race are the 
expression of fixed and permanent racial characteristics? (b) If so, could 
not anthoropologists, sociologists, and scientific thinkers as a class, 
powerfully assist the movement for a juster appreciation of races by 
persistently pointing out in their lectures and in their works the funda- 
mental fallacy involved in taking a static instead of a dynamic, a 
momentary instead of a historic, a local instead of a general point of 
view of race characteristics? (e) And could such dynamic teaching 
be conveniently introduced into schools, more especially in the geography 
and history lessons; also into colleges for the training of teachers, 
diplomats, colonial administrators, and missionaries? 

6. (a) If you consider that the belief in racial superiority is not 
largely due, as is suggested in some of the above questions, to unenlight- 
ened psychological repulsion and underestimation of the dynamic or 
environmental factors, please state what, in your opinion, the chief 
factors are. (b) Do you consider that there is fair proof, and if so, 
what proof of some races being substantially superior to others in 
innate capacity, and in such cases is the moral standard to be modified? 

7. (a) Do you think that each race might with advantage study the 
customs and civilizations of other races, even those you think the lowliest 
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ones, for the definite purpose of improving its own customs and civili- 
zation? (b) Do you think that unostentatious conduct generally and 
respect for the customs of other races, provided these are not morally 
objectionable, should be recommended to all who come in passing or 
permanent contact with members of other races? 

8. (a) Do you know of any experiments on a considerable scale, past 
or present, showing the successful uplifting of relatively backward 
races by the application of purely humane methods? (b) Do you know 
of any eases of colonization or opening of a country achieved by the 
same methods? (e) If so, how far do you think such methods could 
be applied universally in our dealings with other races? 



